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Classroom methods and techniques for teaching English in Japanese primary and middle schools

    This course aims at providing basic ideas and classroom techniques for the teaching of English in Japanese
primary school, junior high school and high school.  It covers the areas of teaching pronunciation, vocabulary,
sentence structures, language functions, and communication strategies.  After the teacher's lecture on the day's
topic, students discuss related questions in small groups and report orally the results of their group discussion to
the class.  The teacher makes evaluative comments on them.  Students write summaries, comments and/or questions
regarding the lecture and the oral reports, about which feedback is given the following week.  The students will
be assessed from the viewpoints of whether they have acquired 1) basic knowledge of methods and techniques of
English teaching and 2) the ability to make summaries of and comments on the lectures and presentations orally
and in writing.  The course is basically taught in English. 

 1. Objectives of English language teaching in
   Japanese primary and secondary schools
 2. Teaching the alphabet
 3. Pronunciation
 4. Phonetic symbols; mini-test (1)
 5. Phonics
 6. Vocabulary
 7. Sentence structures
 8. Language functions; mini-test (2)

  9. Discourse rules
 10. Communication strategies
 11. Teaching language and culture
 12. Motivation; mini-test (3)
 13. Teaching English in primary school
 14. Teaching English in high school
 15. Summary: Who is a good EFL teacher?
     Mini-test (4)

 No textbooks.  Suggested reading: Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching (Longman).

 Oral report 20% (a three-minute report of the result of the group discussion; lesson summaries 40% (summaries/comments/questions
regarding the lectures/presentations); Mini-tests 40% (to check the understanding of the methods and techniques discussed in the lectures)

(1) Students make notes for reporting the results of group discussion of the previous week.
(2) Students study handouts given out the previous week.
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