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What is media literacy?

Understanding Media has three main purposes.
1. Providing an overview of the media classes in the department’s curriculum
2. Aiding students to gain media literacy as members of society
3. Learning the English associated with media and media products
Media literacy is the understanding of media. As media and its role in society changes, student understanding of the organization
of media, its uses, and how media creates meanings becomes increasingly vital. This course aims to help students become media-
aware citizens.

Student should ask questions about anything they do not understand. All questions in either Japanese or English will be answered.
Attendance is very important.

Lectures will include these topics:
1. What is media?
2. Introduction to media literacy
3. Media literacy and media conventions
4. Brief overview of media studies week one
5. Brief overview of media studies week two
6. Ways of  “reading” media texts
7. Persuasion, attitudes, and media messages
8. Common techniques in advertising and propaganda

9. Media as business and organizations
10. Gatekeepers in media
11. Which news can you believe?
12. The entertainment industry and its products
13. How that CD got to your player
14. Movies: commodities or art?
15. New media and recent developments in mass media.

The class will use handouts and websites in addition to some multimedia resources. Students are responsible for
reading and understanding the material.　

Grades for this class will be based on a final examination held in finals week (50%) and assignments given as
homework during class (50%).
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