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Memories of
50 Years

Happiness of
Witnessing
the Moment of 50 Years

The story of mutual exchange between Oklahoma
Christian University and lbaraki Christian University began
in 1974, and today marks the historic moment of 50 years.
It has become one of the longest exchanges between Japanese and American universities. Since the day
the first two students from Oklahoma arrived in Japan with their dreams, 1,675 students and faculty
members have participated in exchange programs between our institutions. This is evidence of the special
relationship firmly bound by God between both universities.

On behalf of lbaraki Christian Education Community, | would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the
many people who have dedicated their efforts to international exchange programs between the two
universities in Oklahoma and Ibaraki.

Exchange students from both universities have experienced blessed times of fellowship with local
students, and upon returning home or staying in their host countries, they have continued to shine
brightly in their respective communities through the experiences, friendships and wisdom they gained
from these exchanges. This is the true fruit of the connection between Oklahoma and Ibaraki. In an age
when the future is unclear, | have high hopes that the exchange between both universities will continue to
deepen and broaden, forming new, relevant connections for the times ahead.

The symbol of Ibaraki Christian Education Community, St.Clara Chapel, also celebrates its 50th anniversary
this year, just like the relationship between our universities. Looking at the photos from the time of its
completion, it stands with dignity amidst the wilderness. Now surrounded by lush greenery, it blooms with
beautiful cherry blossoms in spring. We believe that the connection between Oklahoma and |baraki will
also bloom into a unique flower over time, achieving even greater growth and abundance.

Hikaru Sasao

Chancellor, Ibaraki Christian Education Community

Next Page }
RDOR—I Nl




Ibaraki Christian University and
= Oklahoma Christian University
D Yy World-Changing, 50-Year-Long

Partnership That Has Just Bequn

Relationships-between individuals, institutions, and countries-don’t just happen by accident. They take
work-lots of work. The strongest and most enduring relationships require an initial hope, and then
bountiful measures of understanding, friendship, and communication. These disciplines abound in the
beautiful half-century partnership between lbaraki Christian University (IC) and Oklahoma Christian
University (OC).
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IC and OC are fine institutions of higher education that from their beginnings have wanted to provide
students with a high-quality, life-enhancing educational experience. Both IC and OC understand that a
well-equipped student grows and matures mentally, socially, and spiritually.

While an education experienced in a student’'s own culture and country can be quite good and
satisfactory, an education experienced in a different culture and country can be extraordinary and is sure
to be memorable!

The most impactful education augments book learning with life experience. And, the most impactful and
educational life experience is one that moves a student wholly out of what they are used to and into
settings where everything-the people, the culture, the language, the currency, the traditions, the history,
the perspectives, and the geography-is new and unique.

For 50 years, because of the IC-OC partnership, thousands of students and faculty have experienced “The
New” and this has changed their own lives-and the lives of their friends and loved ones. Friendships have
flowered and persisted between people on opposite sides of the earth. Outlooks have broadened.
Understanding has increased. Awareness has grown. Fears have shrunk. Biases have evaporated.

But more than just individuals have benefited. The world has gotten a little bit smaller, a little bit more
aware, a little bit more understanding, and a little bit more friendly because of the 50-year IC-OC
partnership. And these are exactly what our world in 2024 needs more of !

May God continue to bless our two special universities and our world-changing partnership-and may it
endure and prosper for the next 50 years.
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John deSteiguer

Chancellor, Oklahoma Christian University

Greetings from
the Chancellors

1st IC Exchange Student to OC

In the summer of 1975, | was a member of the group of IC students who enjoyed a month at OC under the guidance of
then-President Joji Saito. That was about 50 years ago. | have forgotten many things since then, but everything | heard and
saw, including the spacious ©C campus, the crisp summer air, the big steaks, the watermelons that looked like rugby balls,
sightseeing at the Grand Canyoniand Fisherman's Wharf in San Francisco, were all exactly whatimagined America to be.

When |'saw a uniformed police officer standing ‘and eating alhamburger at McDonald's, | thought to myself, "What? He is
oniduty, isn’t he?!" We were surprised, but somehow it made him seem more friendly. Also, we made the mistake of
ordering a pizza together and each person receiving a huge pizza. Fifty years ago, | could not have imagined buying
shopping carts full of food at supermarkets suchias TG&Y and Amway and stocking them in huge refrigerators at home.

In'class, Dr. Wilson's *American Heritage" was the most memorable. When | learned about the history of Oklahoma, the
*Sooner State," and the displaced Indians, | was reminded of the history.of “Nakoso no Seki” near IC that Minamoto.no
Yoshiie used as a base camp to exterminate the Ainu people.

In the story of Dr. Martin'Luther King, Ir. and the KKK; |'was astonished toilearn that discrimination and|prejudice could
develop into an'ideology that caused people to kill others. Also, through the lectures of Dr. Tippens and Dr. Alexander, and
the interaction ' with my host family and dormmates, | became more objectively aware of my existence as a Japanese
person. | think that by being in contact with people of different cultures, languages, and lifestyles, | was able to become
aware of myselfiin'a new way. l'alsoirealized that I'had been ignorant of Japan's unique culture.

(Next Page —)
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Ilwas so inspired by this month-long program that | \was seriously looking for a
chance to come back to the U.S. | was able to study at OC as an international
=& student sponsored by the Rotary Club Foundation a year later, and'l enjoyed a
—L dream:-like one-year experience. During this time, l.decided that |'wanted to live
Sp—== out the teachings of Christ Jesus and "live a life of love," so | was baptized in the
"Churches of Christ* at OC. After returning to Japan, | became a high school
English teacher, retired, and am now living a peaceful life. When asked to

. _contribute to the 50th Anniversary booklet, |'was reminded of my sparkling youth.

{: How wonderful it is that this exchange has continued for 50 years. | pray that this
. program will continue for many years to come and that the love of Jesus will
= spread throughout the world.

Memories of the IC-OC Exchange
and Towards the Future

In the first year of my presidency, during the academic year 2014, we
celebrated the 40th anniversary of the IC-OC program. In November of that
year, we welcomed a delegation from OC and held a commemorative
ceremony here at IC. | met President John deSteiguer at that time. | keenly
felt the significance of reaching this milestone in the relationship between
our two universities, built through the efforts of predecessors like former
Chancellor Jim Batten. At the same time, | deeply realized the importance of
nurturing this relationship as president.

In February 2015, we visited OC and received a warm welcome. | vividly 5:'_

remember that upon our arrival, there was snow on the ground, causing a —

delay in the scheduled events. Just like Hitachi, Oklahoma rarely sees snow more than a few times a year,
so it was a coincidence to visit during such a time. Additionally, | recall reuniting with alumni living in the
area and trying catfish for the first time. Through the 40th anniversary events, President deSteiguer and |
developed a close relationship and came to address each other as John and Hiroshi.

In 2017, as we approached the 70th anniversary of our institution's founding and the 50th anniversary of
the university's establishment, when planning the commemorative ceremony at IC, | proposed inviting
John, and was delighted when he attended. | believe that reaffirming the relationship between our two
universities at such milestones and continuing it into the future is crucial.

In 2024, the year of the 50th anniversary of IC-OC, | am once again serving as president following in the
footsteps of former President Ueno, who made significant contributions to building the relationship with
OC. Reuniting with John fills me with immense joy.

Over the past half-century, both universities have welcomed and sent off many exchange students. Even
though their study abroad experiences were brief, many students and alumni formed lasting friendships
across borders. Despite living in an age where communication is easily done through the internet, nothing
surpasses the value of real human interaction. Learning through personal interaction goes beyond just
having language skills.

| sincerely hope that both universities, which share the spirit of
founding, will continue to maintain a good relationship and that this
will further enrich and develop the education and research of both
institutions.

Greelings: / rom.
Hiroshi Sllel the Presidenits

President, lbaraki Christian University




2 50 Years ofPartnerslzip:
Oklahoma Christian University and
Ibaraki Christian University Keorielowies

President, Oklahoma Christian University
For half a century, Oklahoma Christian University (0C) and lbaraki Christian University (IC) have forged a
remarkable partnership, bridging continents and cultures to foster academic excellence, cultural
exchange, and mutual understanding. This enduring alliance stands as a testament to the power of
education in transcending borders and enriching lives.

Established in 1974, this partnership has evolved into a dynamic collaboration encompassing various
academic disciplines, cultural programs, and student exchanges. Through faculty collaboration and
student initiatives, OC and IC have nurtured a vibrant academic community grounded in shared faith,
learning, and service values.

The heart of this partnership is a commitment to fostering global citizenship and intercultural
competence. Through study abroad programs and collaborative projects, students from both institutions
have had the opportunity to broaden their perspectives, deepen their understanding of different cultures,
and develop the skills needed to thrive in an interconnected world.

Beyond academics, the partnership between OC and IC has facilitated meaningful cultural exchanges and
fostered friendships and connections that transcend geographical boundaries. From hosting cultural
events and language exchanges to celebrating festivals and traditions from both countries, students,
faculty, and staff have come together to celebrate and promote cross-cultural understanding.

Moreover, this partnership has extended beyond the confines of academia, making a positive impact on
the communities both universities serve. Through homestay programs and other initiatives, students and
faculty have made an impact in local communities and made a difference in the lives of others.

Looking ahead, the next 50 years of partnership between OC and IC hold immense promise and potential.
The need for global collaboration and understanding has never been greater as the world becomes
increasingly interconnected. By continuing to deepen this partnership, embrace innovation, and adapt to
the evolving needs of society, OC and IC can continue to inspire future generations of leaders, scholars,
and global citizens.

In conclusion, the 50 years of partnership between Oklahoma Christian University and lbaraki Christian
University represent a shining example of the transformative power of education and international
cooperation. Through their shared commitment to academic excellence, cultural exchange, and service to
others, these two institutions have not only enriched the lives of their students and faculty but have also
made a lasting impact on the world around them. As they embark on the next chapter of their
partnership, OC and IC stand poised to shape a brighter future for generations to come.
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Greetingsfrom
the Presidents

It is with great pleasure that we celebrate the 50th
anniversary. of this student exchange.

How wonderful that one small;university in'Japan and
one small university in the'United'States have been able
to continue student exchange for 50 years. It must be

. - . e
1C Global Communication Section Staff
unparalleled.

I was thinking of going to ‘a science university; but it was only God's guidance that led me to enter this university, of which | did not even
know the name, and to become an English teacher. After entering the university, I'met many wonderful people. In particular, | have many
memories of the IC teachers, OC teachers, fellow ESS members, and OC students who were involvediin the exchange program with OC.

Iifirst visited OC as a short-term exchange student in 1977. With the wide plains and wide sky; it was hard to believe that | was really
looking up at the 'same sky that |'had seen in'Japan.: What impressed me the most was the sunset on the horizon that | saw for the first
time. It was such a magnificent sight. I will never forget it. | had the impression that everything was big, and/the fun language training
passed in a flash. | 'returnedito OC in' 1979 as a Rotary Club of International Foundation Scholar and was able to graduate from OC after
three semesters of study. | majored in Teaching English as a Foreign Language. | am still very grateful to the teaching staff and other staff,
faculty, and church members who took care of me at OC at that time.

I\ wanted to'workiat IC's International Exchange'Division takingicare of international students because l\was very grateful for the'kindness
and support | received at that time, and I'wanted to return the favor. With that in. mind, I'have been doing this job for 18 years now. God
has guided me to this point.

My life cannot be described without OC. | am grateful to the many people involvediin OC who have been a part of my life, and | hope that
I'lhave been able to return the favor and continue this work for a little while longer.

I'hope that God willicontinue to bless and 'guide the student exchange between IC and OC for. the next 60 to 70 years, as well as the
further development of both schools. —————
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Shion Gakuen, the predecessor of |baraki Christian
Education Community, was founded in 1947 in the
process of reconstruction from World War |l, when
"Japanese and American Christians joined hands to
overcome all denominational differences and set
about founding the school," and "Japanese
volunteers (the majority of whom were non-Christians)
: : sympathized with them and all extended a warm
*%ﬁzamﬁd)ya; %ZEW&:%G)Z_K)E%R (19714 ¥EMI70AFESEp2040) hand of support” (quoted from the Junior College 30th
English teachers and their families in the missionary vilage ~ Anniversary Magazine, p10). |n establishing and operating
190" the school, financial support was received from
churches in the U.S. and other organizations™ American missionaries and educators, including Mr. O.
D. Bixler [the first Chancellor]l, Dr. E. W. McMillan [the first President of the schooll, and Dr. Logan J. Fox [the first jr.
college President and second President of the school], played a central role in the management of the school in
its early years™. A missionary village was established on the campus, where many American
missionaries and their families interacted with students and the community. The exchange was very
meaningful in terms of English education and cross-cultural understanding.

IR ) 2 N # K= (Ibaraki Christian University:IC) & A &7
RN -7 ) XAF ¥ > KZE(Oklahoma Christian University:
OC)DEBRMEEIFTII7T4FEICHE >, ICEOCIE.
£ 1) 2 N D#H £ (Churches of Christ) DN & B O MR D
BIRICH BT IC-OCORMEEDIHRED BRI 2IciE
LRORREZICET D2DHEND 5,
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International exchange between lbaraki Christian
University (Ic) and Oklahoma Christian University (OC)
began in 1974. Our sister-school relationship stems
from the Churches of Christ internationally*1. To
understand the beginnings of the IC-OC exchange
program, it is necessary to understand the situation
at that time.

. .
1 A wide variety of people worked on the founding of Shion *2 Dr. E. W. McMillan's fundraising activities at Churches of Christ in the U.S. Organized support by ICF (Ibaraki
Gakuen (now Ibaraki Christian Education Community), including members T FLEEE) (e (A

of ;hiChurChdeS gf C':}”Sft rllo.n (;hl’lStIan groups, Presbyterians, *3 Mr. Ryohach] Shigekuni [first Vice President of Shion Gakuen], Mr. Shoichi Oka I[first Executive Director of Shion Gakuenl, and Mr.
and the United Church of Christ in Japan. Shunzo Asano Ifirst board member] also played important roles.
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Against this backdrop, Ibaraki Christian University (IC) was
established in 1967 with the aim of becoming a "liberal arts
college" that emphasizes a Christian-based liberal arts
education™. Liberal arts education has remained one of the
educational philosophies of the university to this day. At the
time of its establishment, IC was a small college with a
Department of Christian Studies (20 students) and a Department of
English Language and Literature (80 students) with a total
admission capacity of 400 students. Later, in the 1970s, under
the leadership of Mr. Shunzo Asano [the 6th President and 11th
Chancellor], educational administrative reform of Ibaraki Christian
was implemented. As a result, the school became independent
of financial support from the U.S., and Japanese educators and
researchers began to play central roles in the school's
management. It was at this time that the IC-OC exchange
program began.

*4& Liberal arts education is education that focuses on broadening basic knowledge in various fields, such
as the humanities, natural sciences, and social sciences, improving basic knowledge, and cultivating
ways of thinking. The first president of the lbaraki Christian Jr. College, Dr. Logan J. Fox, who studied
liberal arts in the U.S., made sure the philosophy of education at IC was to practice free and
independent education. Dr. Fox stated, "school is not a place to teach, but a place to learn (by oneself)"
and "do everything freely, but be responsible.”

IC-OCKRARDIEEZFWNDIF. 7 XY W AEHETDHoward P. Horton K [F7x>—
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Hortonk3=
Mr. & Mrs. Horton

The seed of IC-OC exchange was planted by an
American missionary, Prof. Howard P. Horton
[Union Avenue Church, Memphis, Tennessee]. Due to the
above-mentioned reform, many missionaries
who were involved in the management of the
school left. As a result, the school was lacking
native English teachers. In 1969, Mr. Horton, a
former professor at OC who had finished his
missionary work in South Vietnam, came to

s —

IC-OCZREBARDOY 1 ¥ Ibaraki Christian Education Community.

(19824 AREKRICER EJ. Terry Johnson OC# 1K) H :
Signing of the agreement for the IC-OC exchange Th roug h his efforts, severgl YOU g g lish
(1982 Tetsuo Kimura [President of IC] and J. Terry Johnson [President of OC]) teachers from the U.S. were |nV|ted to teaCh at

Ibaraki Christian Education Community. In
June 1974, Prof. Horton invited Dr. James O. Baird [President of OC] to Ibaraki Christian Education
Community and arranged for him to meet with Prof. Chiaki Oba [President of IC]. At that time, a plan was
discussed to have OC students study abroad at IC. At first, this plan was made with missionary work by
OC students in mind. Subsequently, Mr. Asano, Prof. Oba [IC President, until March 1975], and Prof. Joji Saito
[IC President, from July 1975] discussed and refined the IC-OC exchange into a program for students and
faculty from both institutions focusing on academic work and international understanding. The plan
was approved in October 1974. OC was IC's first overseas partner.
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As mentioned in the previous article, the foundation
of the 50-year IC-OC exchange was laid in 1974 by
Prof. Howard P. Horton, Dr. James O. Baird, Prof.
Chiaki Oba, Prof. Joji Saito, and Mr. Shunzo Asano.
Over the next 50 years, faculty members from both
IC and OC have supported this exchange. Among
them, Prof. Joe E. McCormack, Prof.Em. Komao
Tanaka (Yamaguchi), and Prof. Jim D. Batten deserve
special mention.

% 1[5 OC H B 24 (1975%)
1st OC Exchange Students to IC (1975)

Tim Denton Randall Voss
Y Jim Batten v Larry Weatherford

The first exchange students from OC (Dr. Jeff Haseltine
and Mr. Tim Denton) came to IC in April 1975 and
stayed for about three months. They had originally
planned to do missionary work in South Vietnam,
but because the Vietham War was going on at the
time, they changed their plans to study at IC. The
first short-term exchange group of 21 students
from IC was sent to OC in July 1975.

k. Prof.Em. Komao Tanaka
— (Yamaguchi)
F200CKHBEFE
(19764 #RAEII70EEF 255 p 29)
2nd OC Exchange Students to IC (1976)

Prof. Joe E. McCormack
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Joe E. McCormack

Professor Emeritus, Oklahoma Christian University

OCHEH®

McCormackKIZ. 2001 EICOCEREB LD B L ZEHIZ
EUTIC-OCKRAMRICRALE2003F IcKETHES LI
IC-OC30AFERZZRHA. K LV2014FD40AFEL A HIC
H.EFBELTEMULTWS , McCormack K (£20224 (i
EINOCOF v V/RRICIE.AEDINE%: fcfc Z 7<“THE
MCCORMACK PLACE"D'Z%Z 5 TWb ., A& . Joe E.
l\/ICCormaCkEE@v’Z%'C‘ZF)%Jeﬁ McCormackEKIlEOCD Tt
EEZERTHD PIEIDARZERVWERICH 3,

Prof. Joe E. McCormack specialized in English
literature and served as OC's Director of
International Affairs from 1980 to 2000. Prof.
McCormack contributed to the continuation of
IC-OC international exchanges in cooperation with
his counterparts at IC, Prof. Tanaka (Yamaguchi) and
Prof. Batten. Prof. McCormack was a man of integrity, and he especially valued the IC-OC
exchanges (according to Prof. Batten). He visited IC six times in 1978, 1979, 1981, 1984, 1986, and
1997 as the leader of OC's short-term study abroad program [Pacific Rim]. Temporarily replacing
Prof. Batten in 1979 as a teacher at IC, Prof. McCormack stayed with his family for a year in
what was known as the missionary village on the campus of Ibaraki Christian Education
Community. During their stay in Japan, the McCormack family interacted closely with members
of the university and Omika Church of Christ and created many good memories.

IC-OC40BF 2R DEE (20144)

Photograph of IC-OC 40th Anniversary (2014)
L to R:Prof. Osborne (OC), Prof. McCormack (OC), President deSteiguer(OC),
Prof. Yamanaka (IC), Prof. LaMascus(OC), Mr. Gillham(OC)

FLEARKF. KFTHEBEBZESDKBE T RBDOCEX4 %  REBBEHF
(Assistant English Teacher:AET) & U CKFEMRDZERICTE U oo B H . HRFD K
FHHBBRETH > ELEREK EEHM:1992-20028) D B L IF. ICOREE T
Hol o HEZNSOCEZEDEVWTHHZEWLEELZEN . AERHBT
McCormack KICAETDMEZ KB U fco RWHE.OCEEENEEMICKAT
DAETIREZEA XX TWBEIFAETHZ/HR{IELL TWBE N 2023 FERE
H2LDOCEEENKFMOERTHIBICILI> TWB,

At the request of the Mito City Board of Education, Prof. McCormack
also recruited many OC graduates for schools in Mito as Assistant
English Teachers (AET). The daughter of Mr. Noriaki Hamana, then
Superintendent of Education for Mito City (in office from 1992 to
2002), was a student at IC. After hearing from her about the high
reputation of OC students, Mr. Hamana asked Prof. McCormack to
recruit AETs. For a long time, OC alumni fully supported Mito's AET
program. Although AETs are now diversified, two OC graduates are
still teaching at schools in Mito as of 2023.

Prof. McCormack retired from OC in 2001 but
continued to contribute to the relations between
IC and OC. He was a guest of honor at the IC-OC
30th anniversary celebration held at OC in 2003
and at the 40th anniversary celebration in 2014 at
IC. OC established “THE MCCORMACK PLACE" on
campus in his honor. Dr. Jeff McCormack, the
second son of Prof. Joe E. McCormack, is the
former dean of OC's College of Nursing and has a
close relationship with the university.

OC Experience

| studied abroad at Oklahoma Christian University (OC) for about eight months on a long-term exchange.
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OC has the motto "OC isthome," and|itiis true to this motto—the school'isivery friendly and relaxing. At the beginning of my study
abroad, | was worried about my Englishiability,and culturalidifferences, but:all the professors and local students were friendly.and warm.

I'have many memories of OC, but there are two things | remember the most: first, the ESL class, which was an intensive English
language support program for students learning English as a second language. The OC teachers helped us to adapt to the American
school and environment, not only in/English but also in culture and other aspects. They also helped me a lot during my stay in Japan.
Through this experience, | decided to become an ESL instructor because |iwanted to support international students not only in
academics but alsoin'cross-cultural adaptation, just like the teachers who helped me. The second was an event called Culture Night,
which was organized by international students at OC. It was an event where international students shared the cultures of their
countries. This event was a great opportunity for me to not only experience multiculturalism, but also:to rediscover and understand
Japanese culture asia Japanese student.

After studying abroad at OC, | wanted to study,in the U.S. again, so after.graduating from IC, | entered aigraduate school in the U.S. as a
full-time student. At the graduate school, I majorediin bilingual education and studied:to become an ESL instructor. | also worked as the
president of the Japanese 'Student Association at the university, organizing events to promote Japanese culture, connecting local
students with Japanese students, and working as a Japanese tutor to support students learning Japanese. | also participated. in.the local
Japanese community, volunteering at many Japanese cultural events. I'would like to continue to'be involved in activities that connect
people through Japanese culture.

My experience at OC was a time that led me to where | am today. | am very happy. to still be a part of the IC and OC community. |
sincerely wish for the further development ofithis community in the future. =) 16



Komao Tanaka (Yamaguchi)

Professor Emeritus, Ibaraki Christian University
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Prof. Em. Komao Tanaka (Yamaguchi)
specialized in English for Current Affairs
(mainly in charge of the Living English course) and served as the second Dean of College of Literature
from 1971 to 1973. Prof. Em. Tanaka (Yamaguchi) also served as an advisor to the ESS because of
his 10 years of experience working for an overseas trading company and his fluency in English.
He therefore played an important role in the IC-OC
exchange program. The first and second short-term study
abroad programs were led by the presidents at the time
(the first led by the fourth President, Prof. Joji Saito, and the second
by the fifth President, Prof.Em. Tetsuo Kimura). After that,
Prof.Em. Tanaka (Yamaguchi) became the main leader for
student trips to OC (six times in total from 1977 to 1986). He
interacted closely with Prof. McCormack and other OC
staff members, and strengthened the ties between IC and
OcC.
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In the "IC-OC 30th Anniversary Booklet," Prof.Em. Tanaka
(Yamaguchi) wrote about his memories of his interactions with
OC in the late 1970s and early 1980s. In the late 1970s, the
dollar was nearly 300 yen. The number of Japanese leaving
Japan in 2019 before the COVID-19 pandemic was
20,080,669, while the same figure in 1977 was only
3,151,431 (Immigration Statistics). When Prof.Em. Tanaka
(Yamaguchi) led trips to North America,
Japan was in the middle of the first
overseas travel boom which started with
the liberalization of travel in 1964 and the
appearance of large passenger aircraft
(Boeing B747) in 1970. The OC study abroad
program was one of the most popular
programs at IC.

AW KIF1988&FCc R .20134F
lCcHESINTWVWSBEDOEIF. FDEIIm D.
BattenEKIC 3| =t i rc,

Prof.Em. Tanaka (Yamaguchi) retired in 1988 and
passed away in 2013. His aspirations were later
passed on to Prof. Jim D. Batten.
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Jim D. Batten

Former Chancellor,
Ibaraki Chrisian Education Community
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Prof. Jim D. Batten specialized in intercultural communication
and speech. After attending Cameron College at Abeline
Christian University, he transferred to Oklahoma Christian
University. After graduating from OC in 1970, he worked as a
campus minister at the University of Northern Colorado. When
he left that position, Mr. Atkinson, Chancellor of the ICF (Ibaraki
Christian Foundation), suggested that he work as an English
teacher at IC. Although he had no intention of coming to
Japan at first, he met Mr. and Mrs. Horton through Mr.
Atkinson's introduction and was charmed by their
personalities, which made him decide to go to IC. On the day
of his departure, Prof. Batten shook hands with his father who
left a S20 bill in his hand. At the time, Ibaraki Christian
Education Community was transitioning to become
independent after discontinuing financial support from the
U.S. The first missionaries had returned to their home
countries, and the school was in need of native English
teachers. Prof. Howard Horton encouraged two young English
teachers to join the school, one of whom was Prof. Jim Batten.
(The other English teacher, Mr. Bruce Kilmer, came to Japan with his wife,
but returned to the U.S. two years later).
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seeing all those that | remember so fondly.
OC Exchange StUdent to I1C Before arriving at Ibaraki Christian, there was concern of a global pandemic outbreak due

to Swine Flu, and my study abroad experience was nearly canceled. After several
discussions between Oklahoma Christian and Ibaraki Christian, l'received permission to go
with one stipulation: I'was expected to quarantine in my apartment for ten days.

Fortunately, the Swine Flu would pass, and | would embark on my'time as an'IC student.
7l

Anytime!l am asked to think on my favorite experiences'in life, my time studying abroad
as an exchange student at Ibaraki Christian University in 2009 is always one of the first
things that comes to mind. To this day, | often dream of walking through the campus, and

%é‘EI@BattenEE ¥, HortonK.Baird[X. KRG K. FEK. XFX
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McCormack Kz F U & LOCDEEREFH UL RMULTIC
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ICBZICKICOCEENDHEBEFHHHEE L TWBH ., McCormack
FEERBEELCDILBZIRERTH D /\—KF—TH > fc(BattenK
#)o“This program has been one of the strongest
influences in my adult life. This international work remains
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IC-OCRMRICK I BBatten KD BN S WA X B,

The young Jim Batten helped Prof. Horton, Dr. Baird, Prof. Oba, BattenK(&201 OFlcZXIWmF U X b
Prof. Saito, and Mr. Asano lay the foundation for the IC-OC HZFEZFI12RBRICHEL.2017
exchange. He temporarily returned to the U.S. and studied at Etiﬁﬂﬁbfuoﬁﬁﬁﬁj(cﬁb\@ﬂﬂ
Oklahoma State University for four years from 1979 to 1983, ICB&EOD . UIAULIFEICICEZEAT
earning a master's degree. After returning to IC, he succeeded 1&“&'0)?5 ICHfc>TWB,
Prof.Em. Tanaka (Yamaguchi) and devoted himself to the IC-OC

exchange, leading ten short-term exchange groups between 1989 to 2009. Prof. Batten and Dr.
McCormack have been lifelong friends and partners (according to Prof.Batten). The message, “This
program has been one of the strongest influences in my adult life. This international work remains a
joy for me,” was included by Prof. Batten in the IC-OC 30th Anniversary Booklet.

Prof. Batten became the 12th Chancellor of Ibaraki Christian Education Community in 2010 and
retired in 2017. Even after his retirement, he remains in Omika and often visits IC to instruct his
successotr.

ZDREMNCH . ZLDAHADIC-OCORMICRA TN TEfz.John deSteiguer KIOCE=ER], Mike E. O’ Neal K
[OCTEZR], Jeff I\/ICCormackEE[OC%’.;.*?S(E]\Greg Gillhnam K [OCTERRBY], B M £ K [ICHI¥ R - TEBRERRE
El. B KIC2E#B] Harris G. Ives KICREHRI R EME T AR W,

WMETIE.John Osborne K[OCEBXH#KE] & M. Patrick StephensKI[ICH#E - B Kty ¥ -8Bty ¥ —RIN .
McCormack K. HF (WA) K. Batten KOBEEZIEH TWD XA ENRE BHA LT TS IOTHRE . CRIER
DFeBEHRYNITTF > TWE T,

Many others have contributed to IC-OC exchanges, including Dr. John deSteiguer [Chancellor, OC],
Dr. Mike E. O'Neal [former President, OC], Dr. Jeff McCormack [Professor Emeritus, OC], Mr. Greg Gillham
[former staff of International Programs, OC], Dr. Naomi Ueno [former President and former Dean of Center for
International Programs, IC], Prof. Norio Takahashi [former Dean of College of Literature, IC], and Prof. Harris
GC. lves [Professor Emeritus, IC] to hame a few.

In recent years, Prof. John Osborne [Director of International Affairs, OC] and Prof. M. Patrick Stephens
[Former Assistant Director, Center for Glocal Communication, IC] have succeeded Dr. McCormack, Prof.Em.
Tanaka (Yamaguchi), and Prof. Batten. | hope that we, the next generation, will carefully preserve
this exchange that our predecessors have established and nourished.
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ICOBENT TS THEEZMDEZXD L% N '
ZESLWAEEZED LD c=fcoHAcp  Classes at IC were always enjoyable. Whether it was making Spiderman and Mario videos in
ZEEE TN SNAEWDDIcd Bfctic.LWoH  Batten Sensei's Intercultural Communication class, studying Literatureiin lves Sensei’s class,
=EU < hiclE— WS EklcEEzhizc Watching LOST in Lindsay Sensei’s class, or learning how to be an ESL teacher in Patrick
L IREERE S e RIEVWD B FAN P B2 S5 & L Sensei's class, | always enjoyed the interactions| had with my classmates daily. | am also
TWBE=DFHIFEL < Nice 1 Bz thankful for Yoshiba Sensei, for pushing me beyond my limits so that | could have a more
DI — T =R AN (O E) =mE EmEralo  well-rounded knowledge of the Japanese language, despite confusing the word “tako” for
EEDY Il — S RN RN EREEKED Mexican tacos instead of octopus when eating dinner at a friend's house.

BBz Ul ICEZENEDBFAD I IC allowed me to make incredible friendships with people | keep in touch with to this day. |
IN—= KT EENSRERAV DU EFE#ITS  was fortunate to have a good friend in Koichi, who always went above and beyond to make
C ENCEfeofRITRAYTIE T AU A IEWSBFA  my experience in Japan unforgettable. He would always make sure | had what | neededito
Zeht C ST FADEEE [CW S R ZFh1afco = persist. | also enjoyed nights out in Mito and the ocean with.my two groups of guy friends
IeGERICIFINA 77 S U =0DIFZsGiaE  Kota, Hito, Taichi and Kohei and my other group of guy. friends Takuto, Kento and Aguri. My
UTc b RHDFY REHEABOFAEE—FE  apartment complex, which housed IC international students, introduced me to Seungwoo
ICB2ehT2DHEUM ST, from South Korea, who has visited me in the United States and | have visited him in South
(ROR—I~gE<—) Korea. | also enjoyed spending Japanese holidays with my host family, the Yamagata'’s, and
~—attending church with other students at Omika Church, of Christ.

(Next Page —) 20



R1:IC-OCORBMBZEH DR (IC)

EHARIMB R RGBT exz25—

FE | me | =2 | mE | ®A | BeRe HEoEE
1975 | 21 | 2 i | NRFLERER
1976 | 19 | 7 OvF—RE#FEVRUA—L-AUVEY S
1977 | 16 | 8 | | |
7 ,]‘;!s: M =X 1978 | 29 | 6 | | FER (RH) BREERR
S HJIL O) ﬂﬁ‘ 1979 | 25 | 8 — EoRAILY =39S
1980 | 23 | 9 ! ! 15V A5 BRHH
Exchange e e e | ||
1982 | 16 | 6
A ll' 1983 | 17 8 | |
C lvements 1984 | 14 | 9 ' 1 O9YEILR-AYVEY S
1985 | 13 | 12 0| HERE(2< 1)
1986 | 46 | 17 FIL/ 74 )ERER
1987 | 32 | 9

IC- OC@IB%?&%@;&%;&?E D\ED THBH, 1988 | 34 Y AUYEY Y

-
w o

P023FEEXRETICHITI2ESE DR IL 1989 | 34
1,54mrazD\a|$@$ﬁzﬂﬁk,§%§wﬁm 1990 | 30

©

-2 .

1,675 AICET B EHERICT B 2KRFEICH T gz | 27 6 15 5| rhenso o
25 LIERMDERIRIE HKRAEICEWNTH 1903 | 19 | 3 | |

WO TCHETHDEEZIOSND, 1994 | 15 | 14 ! ULNAYXLEZFAUVEYY
IC-OCORREAZBREEEL TV3.0CH Tose T a0 o1 o2 koo aneys
5DE—HBEFETH > fcleff O. Haseltine[X 1997 | 14 | 21 Lo |

I$.1980F ICHFHL. . BE(®ES:E) & LTICH 1998 | 13 | 26 EHESAUVEYS

N
(o)

BEBICIL>lcoZDHT X AADADbilene ;333 ;i
Christian University@%ﬁ(?ﬁttﬁbﬂﬁ?t 2001 | |
Abilene%% SRBIFBEE L TEBULZ.0CEZ “2002 | 11
HHEB 24 DLarry W. Weatherford K & 2003 | 20

Randall W. Voss&K &, OCZZ%ICICICR D, 2004 | 11

N
o

YRZ—-AUYEYY
| FAYHABZHETO
| A—nRER%
IC-OC30AF =zt it
PTRAUYEYY

—f =
o ©

[e0]

—_
o1
-

N BDN—=MNNDNDNOOODN=O—=NWOOONOO|I—=N

N
N
— W= X|O W= —|WwWl—|O O|N OIN O[O O|=|—=|O XN O W= NINININ NN NN N

ZO®RFBFT U NHFETE - BEFFROH L2209 L 15 | 22 | A S —
Ee LT EBHBEPERIRRE TERLT  so0r | 1o | o IR L EL L Sk Eoes
W2, E=HBZ24 % >7/cDon DrewK(d. K 2008 | 15 | 24 70 |5 | kRAUYEYS
PEEEICOCORBEIREDRD . OCOE4E 2009 | 9 | 21 | | 1] 3
7;5%3|$b‘(|C€ﬁf§%§ﬁFmﬁL/TL\%&iOD 28:? g ;g | | 8 ] i E—
ENCH KRFEERICHBARICRD . KEBHE R = 1 —
CER L T\ BOCHRE S I COMME 2| 5 | | 0| 0| % [EXEAE
FREZEDORBNCH BHBSEELEN TV T2014 § 5 | 0 | 2 - 1 | IC-OC40@EL S
WHDD, 7(—?— RERICZXUANICESREL “2015 | 7 | 8 [0 | 3
THBNTERT AN ZHEET 2.5 H 5313 :g 180 | (1) l g JATIVrrAO-AUVEYS
NICED RKEZIFTUHE LB HEBELITE ML . e
HES REE D REGERE T HELE® So9l 10 11010 o |
ERRXRICEBRULUTWVWSEAYE KRB WS, “2020 | = * | * COVID-100 1
IC-OCORAEEF FE—A—ADZODOH 2021 | = | = | x| ERAUVEY Y
23T L Mg D ERRARR - EERIER ORI gggg 2022 | :? 1X5 |-8 AY707751F 8K
S CEERE

DRTH REBRBEZRL TN D, £ 812 | 594 | 46 | 35 l 54 |gezes 1,541 *>O0rHHE

sIREESUHE],675 XHFBIOF I ADTSHHIE

N

ICTREATZ ENE > DT T 201 1 FICHEMFREIETE U CRIRICE DL 201 3F [CISER
EBEEHEDXT v Y 7 ERBLIOICTAY AICR S Teo 7 U CIRTEIF RIRBFE % RIE Y D
FEAT A RDT 1 LI —%FEHTWS, Xl BEEFERICTON D BARNDENHE

RITDEIEREHEY L TWS, HED ENF LSRRI TH 2 h I EERICIEER U AR T HuiE

SERFTCIEFFBELENRL,

BREBIC. KBTIV RARNBKREZICBETET LI EANDEHIFINHEDEHEL TH S DTl

&> THILIGEARDEEITH D EZ DR TH 2 E B> TWB ROFHHET dHS%E & T

HELMAICLTWD,

N
Studying at IC eventually led me back to Ibaraki in -2_0:1'-1 as a teacher and

missionary, before returning to the United States in 2013 to pursue a career
in international higher education. | currently serve as the Director of a Study.
Abroad office to send students on exchange programs. This role also allows
me to lead a group of students for a study abroad gl ) to Japan at the end
of each school'year. This gives me the ablllty to share with my students
what makes Japan such a special place to be, as it.cannot be described, but
must be experienced firsthand.

In conclusion, I'will always be grateful |\ was given the chance to study
abroad at Ibaraki Christian University. | will always consider Hitachi my.
Japanese hometown and my home away from home and |'am always
looking forward to the next opportunity to visit.

Table 1 shows the numbers of students
participating in international exchange
between IC and OC, with a total of 1,541
students participating by the end of the
academic year of 2023. Including faculty and
staff members, the total reaches 1,675. This
kind of exchange between two overseas
universities is extremely rare in both Japan
and the United States.

The IC-OC exchange has been a great
success. Dr. Jeff O. Haseltine, a first-generation
OC exchange student, returned to Japan in
1980 to teach at IC as a lecturer (English
Conversation), and later became a professor at
Abilene Christian University in the U.S,,
serving as a bridge between IC and Abilene.
Mr. Larry W. Weatherford and Mr. Randall W.
Voss, OC's second-generation exchange
students, returned to IC after graduating
fromm OC and have been teaching at IC ever
since. They have been active in English
education and international exchange as
teachers at lbaraki Christian Junior and
Senior High Schools. Prof. Em. Don Drew, a
third-generation exchange student, became
Dean of the Economics Department at OC
after graduation and has led OC students to
visit IC many times. Many other OC alumni
have returned to Japan after graduation and
are active in English education and cultural
exchange. Although the total number of IC
short-term exchange students who have
returned to the U.S. is not known, many have
gone to the U.S. after graduation or are
working in other countries. Many other IC
students who remain in Japan are
contributing to English education and
international exchange at educational
(including IC) and administrative institutions,
and private companies, including start-ups.
The exchange programs between IC and OC
have not only provided learning opportunities
for individual students but have also
significantly impacted international exchange
and understanding in the local regions in
both countries.

sk Cancelled due to terrorism
% Cancelled due to Covid-19

Table1:The Number of Exchange Students Between OC and IC(OC)

School

Short-term Exchange Long -term Exchange Semester

Year Students Egégg?;s 1 Students | Students Students World Affairs
1975 2 21 | '| | End of the Vietnam War
1976 7 19 Montreal, Canada Olympics
1977 | 8 | 16 | |
1978 6 29
jo7as] 8= 25" | |
1980 9 23 | Outbreak of the Iran-Irag War; Moscow, Russia Olympics
L 1981 8 18 l J | NASA Space Shuttle Program Begins
1982 6 16 |
1983 | 8 17 l 2 1 g ! i Tokyo Disneyland Opens
1984 9 14 | 1 Los Angeles, US Olympics
1985 12 13 | 0 | |
1986 17 46 | O | Chernobyl Nuclear Accident
1987 | 9 |32 | 2 |
1988 15 34 0 2 Seoul, Korea Olympics
1989 | 13 [ 34 | o | 2
1990 [ 9 (30| 0 | 2
1991 11 354843 l 2 Collapse of the Soviet Union
1992 6 27 ] 2 | 2 | Barcelona, Spain Olympics
1988 3 19| 1 | 2 |
1994 14 15 0o [ 2 Lillehammer, Norway Olympics
1995 i 18 2 | 1 1 2—1} | Oklahoma City Bombing
1996 8 20 | 2 2 | Atlanta, US Olympics
1997 | 21 |14 | o | 1 |
1998 26 13 0 F 3 Nagano, Japan Winter Olympics
1999 | 26 | 25 | 0 | 2 | .
2000 20 24 2 0 Sydney, Australia Olympics
2001 19 * 1 2 J 2 911 Terrorist Attacks in the United States
2002 16 11 2 * Euro Circulation Begins
2003 | 18 20 1 2 J o | IC-OC 30th Anniversary Celebration
2004 15 11 1 1 Athens, Greece Olympics
2005 | 22 |15 | 2 | 1 | 7
2006 26 16 4 0 5 Turin, ltaly Olympics
2007 | 29 |16 | 2 | 0o | 8
2008 24 15 (0] 0 5 | Beijing, China Olympics
2009 | 21 9 |1 )2 | 3
2010 13 5 1 0 0 8 Vancouver, Canada Olympics
L 2011 20 8 0 .2_ | L | Great East Japan Earthquake
2012 15 5 0| O 5 London, England Olympics
2013 | 5 | 4 |0 |0 | 2
2014 0 5 | 2 1 1 IC-OC 40th Anniversary Celebration
20151 8 | 7 | o] 3 | 3
2016 8 12 | 1 1 O | Riode Janeiro, Brazil Olympics
2017 i 12 i | 0 1 1 | 2
2018 7 8 o 3 1 Pyeongchang, South Korea Winter Olympics
2019 10 1(e)}] F1e) | o | Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris Burns
2020 * X X * Spread of COVID-19; Tokyo, Japan Olympics Postponed
2021 P % l X 1 1 | I_Tv:)kyo, Japan Olympics
2022 ¥ 15 0 3 Russia's Invasion of Ukraine
2023 15 11 | 0 | 1 World Returns to a New Normal after the COVID-19 Pandemic
85t 594 | 812 35 46 54 Total number of international students 1,541

Total number including chaperones 1,675
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Those Who Have Supported Us

Mike E. O’ Neal

Ibaraki Christian University and Oklahoma
Christian University
A Very Special Relationship

The close and cherished relationship between Ibaraki Christian University

and Oklahoma Christian University had its genesis almost from the
founding of each institution. Both universities were founded by members of the
Churches of Christ to provide excellent education and Christian values to the
youth of Japan and the United States. Visits by representatives of the two
schools began shortly after their founding soon after the end of World War Il.

There are several facts that make this intercollegiate relationship different from
the typical academic exchanges between international institutions. In addition
to the founding and nurturing by the same Christian fellowship, there are these
additional atypical elements to this special relationship; (i) it is one of the
longest continuous academic exchange programs in our world; (ii) the
exchanges have included not only students, but also faculty and administrative
exchanges and enrichment; (iii) the founding purposes are grounded in faith and
values which cannot with impunity be separated from academics; (iv) over this
long history there has been and remains a genuine affection among several
generations of administrations and faculties; and (v) there is intentionality that our
students learn to love and appreciate the people and culture of the other
institution and nation.

Beyond just the historical connections between the universities are the many
friendships that have been made and continue over many decades. Those
friendships reflect the character of the leadership, faculty, and students of each
university. Having personally been a witness to the 30th, 40th, and 50th
anniversaries of the official academic exchange programs, | pray that this special
bond of friendship and international exchanges will continue for another 50 years
and beyond so that these blessings can continue.

| am personally grateful for our many friends at lbaraki who have not only blessed
the lives of hundreds of Oklahoma Christian students and faculty but have also
enriched the lives of my family. As long as each university stays true to its founding
principles our students, faculty, and leadership will enjoy and benefit from these
blessings. It is with great appreciation that | salute our friends and colleagues at
Ibaraki Christian University on this occasion of the 50th anniversary of the
academic exchange programs.
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Professor Emeritus
Oklahoma Christian University

My arrival in lbaraki was timed to occur about a week before the cherry
blossoms began to fall like gentle snow. The summer of 1977 was filled

with many firsts as this 19 year-old ventured outside my home and into
a new world filled with magic and surprise. There were eight of us, and |
was the youngest of the three men by four years. Three of the seven
have since spent a significant portion of their lives in Japan, and | have
visited often over nearly 50 years. | frequently speak of my time as a
student in Japan and always say it was that summer that changed
everything for me. But this isn't about me, it is a love letter to the many

people and places of Japan that are so incredibly wonderful.

Domo arigato gozaimasu. Thank you. You taught me that
people all over the world can be unbelievably kind and
wonderful. You gave me a home, and though | have only lived
there for brief periods of time, Omika will always be my second
home and refuge. I've walked your mountains and shores. You
invited me into your homes and shared your families and lives
with me. Ibaraki Christian University provided an education |
would have never acquired on my own in America. Your
churches, temples, and museums filled my mind and soul. And
the best part is, I've had the honor and privilege of introducing
Japan to younger generations over my years as a professor at
Oklahoma Christian University.

Thank you for your international team and the hard work they
put into ensuring the best experience possible for all students
from around the world. Thank you to your teachers who give so
much of their time and patience for all of us. Thank you for
people like Jim and Michiyo Batten who shepherded our eight
souls that summer. Thank you Jonathan, Greg, Ronda, Donna,
Martha, Denise, and Bic Thu for joining me that summer.
Though we haven’t seen each other in years, | will never forget
you. Thank you President Saito for forgiving me when | broke
the upper deck gym window with a baseball. Thank you to all
the host families that make the experience worthwhile for our
students. And last, thank you to lbaraki Christian and our 50
year relationship. May we both be blessed as we grow into the
next 50 years.
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Good Fruit
— 50 Years of Successful Partnership

We're so thankful to recognize the Oklahoma Christian
University & lbaraki Christian University 50th Anniversary
celebrating one of the longest continuous partnerships between
a U.S. University and a Japanese University. It was an honor to
host the IC delegation In February 2024 as well as the students
and faculty from lbaraki Christian who were studying at OC as
part of our long-standing exchange program.

Our friends from lbaraki were presented on the House floor at
the Oklahoma State Capitol building and received a special
citation from the House of Representatives. Later that day we
had a dinner on the campus of OC that was attended by
administrators, faculty, students and alumni as well as

Don Drew
Professor Emeritus
Oklahoma Christian University
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community guests from both campuses.

OC President James O. Baird went to Japan to visit Howard
Horton a former OC administrator who was then serving as a
teacher at IC. Those discussions were the seeds that were
planted in 1974 that has blossomed into the thriving
relationship we enjoy today. Over the last 50 years more than
1,600 people have visited each other's campus to help cultivate,
nurture, and grow our friendship. Many have contributed to the
success of our partnership but | wonder how the founders of our
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BEOBMICERETH IR AAZORE SHE BEELE5REINNSEINSONBEZZETEITL & S, partnership would view the last 50 years. | hope they would o, cisr e, wos s, (R~ B)
93 have a great sense of satisfaction that their conversation and 4
. efforts produced good fruit.
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Many people have contributed to the success of our partnership both on and off our campuses. I'm
thinking of the many families in lbaraki who open their homes as homestay families for OC students.
How many families is that over 50 years? They demonstrate the very highest ideals of generosity and
hospitality to the University students from the US, who don’'t know Japanese language or customs, and
very kindly open their lives to these OC students.

Over the last 50 years we've seen incredible change and our partnership has evolved along with it. The
number of agreements that we've signed between our campuses is at least 7. Both campuses have
sought to be responsive to needs of each university community and the demands of our environments.
But through all the societal change one of the things that has remained constant is our mutual respect
and admiration for each other.

| pray that 50 years from now our future colleagues will benefit from our attempts to contribute to the
growth and development of our students, the sincere esteem that we have for each other, and that in
some small way we have contributed to promotion of peace and friendship in our communities and in
our world the way James O Baird, Howard Horton, Joe McCormack, Jim Batten, Joji Saito, Shunzo Asano,
and Akira Hirose did.

DREEERNHEE MRE S CHROFMERFICEMRI B EZE>TVET,

Memories [rom Ibaraki Christian U niversity

and Oklahoma Christian University Tim Denton

1st OC Student to

God demonstrated His guidance as He worked through a group of
people to provide an opportunity for two college students, Jeff
Haseltine and Tim Denton, to partner with Japanese students in
building faith, sharing fellowship, and building lifelong relationships. We witnessed how God worked
through people to provide opportunities for young people to experience another culture that also
placed a premium on Christian education. Jeff and | had prepared to go with Ralph and Gladys
Burcham and 5 other young men from Oklahoma Christian to Vietnam for a summer of mission work.
A month before our departure, our visas were denied and all plans were cancelled. That left us all to
attempt to find another place to serve for the summer. The administration at OC and IC had been in
conversation and in only a few weeks Jeff and | were going to lbaraki Christian University as exchange
students and student missionaries. With everything that had to be done in a brief period | know God
was active, in guiding both American and Japanese Christians, in getting us to Japan.

Friendship, faith, and fellowship highlighted our summer. So many special people came into our lives,
since we lived in an extra apartment on the lbaraki campus next to the missionaries; Joe and Ruth
Betts, Howard and Mildred Horton, Jim and Michio Batten, and the McKay's. | remember the Saito’s
and Suzuki sensei and many other precious families that taught and hosted us throughout the
summer. Some highlights, freshman orientation at Takahagi, classes taught by Japanese and
Americans, Christian Camp at Hitachi and Motosu, sightseeing around Japan, home stay with the
Nogi’'s, and mostly association with other students. We enjoyed bible study, eating, playing basketball,
riding the train, traveling, trusting Suzuki’'s driving, sitting outside our apartment singing and
fellowshipping with one another. We were full of gratitude for the students who sacrificed their time
to be with us daily, weekly, and in worship. We loved the food and culture, we were always treated
with respect, kindness, and love. | was touched by the interest and receptivity of so many students and
| believe the Spirit of the Lord was active in our summer of service that impacted all our hearts and
minds.

My summer experience in Japan has created special memories that continue to be pleasant, fulfilling,
rewarding, and faith building. My summer at Ibaraki was an amazing life building experience. |
enjoyed it so much that | came back the next summer with six other students, I'll let Randy Voss and
Larry talk about that summer. Jeff, my summer roommate passed away in 2018 and | wanted to
include a paragraph in his obituary. | loved Jeff even though he won 98 % of our gin rummy and table
tennis games all summer, he and Gwynn shared a love for everything Japanese.

"During the summer of 1975, Jeff was on a team of students scheduled to do mission work in
Vietnam. However, in events that changed his life, Saigon fell and Jeff spent the summer in lbaraki,
Japan instead. Just before graduation, he was asked to return to lbaraki Christian University to teach

English. He and Gwynn spent 8 years total in Japan, where his oldest daughters Kelly and Jessica were 2
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Jim D. Batten

Former Chancellor
Ibaraki Christian
FEducation Community

“... Then they asked Peter to stay a few days.”
Feasting on Food, Friendship and Study ~ Acts10:48

The famous scene of cross cultural encounter occurs in Acts chapter
10. Peter, a Jew, had originally been uncomfortable with the idea of
meeting people from a different background, but God encouraged
him to be adventurous. He accepted the hospitality of Cornelius, a
Gentile. The encounter was so happy that Peter was offered to extend
his visit. It has been a blessing in my life to share in the adventure of
IC-OC exchange. The word that comes to mind is “fun.” It is sheer joy
seeing people sharing their customs and ideas with one another.

In my years of participating in the lbaraki Christian and Oklahoma
Christian exchange program, | have delighted in all facets of the program. For several years, | was able
to set up overnight stays at a Japanese inn for our group. We played games during the night. In the
early morning, those who could get up in time would gather at the beach and watch the sunrise over
the Pacific Ocean. That's a sight | have seen many times, but it was so special observing people from
landlocked Oklahoma get an early morning glimpse of the Pacific.

| delighted in the eagerness of American students to learn Japanese philosophy and customs. |
enjoyed field trips with them to Nikko, Fukuroda Falls, Tokyo, other cities and landmarks. But | am
partial to the times we sat at table together.

Food is no small part of learning about each other. Japanese barbecue, with its emphasis on corn on
the cob and vegetables was a surprise to the Americans. After preparing their plates of food, students
would sit together and enjoy each other's company.

If | am allowed a little pride, I'd say making homemade ice cream for large gatherings is a specialty of
mine. Watching the happiness of the Japanese and American students take turns at churning the ice
in the bucket impressed upon me the fun of being together. Like Peter and Cornelius, | always wanted
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born and where he earned his Masters of Liberal
Studies from the University of Oklahoma."

It has been fun reminiscing about my time in Japan
and the impact it made on my life and in my ministry.
| am so happy God has continued to grow and bless
the relationship between Ibaraki Christian and Oklahoma
Christian. My life has been blessed and enriched
because of my summers with the people at Ibaraki
Christian University.
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Naomi Ueno

Former President
Ibaraki Christian
University

First of all, | would like to extend my heartfelt
congratulations to lbaraki Christian University (IC) and
Oklahoma Christian University (0C) on the 50th
anniversary of our exchange.

| became Director of International Exchange in April
2000, and visited OC for the first time in August of that
year together with former President Shigenori
Fujimoto. Although the summer of 2000 was
sweltering with less rain than usual, President Jacobs
and others welcomed
us with open arms.
The next visit was in
February 2003, when
President O'Neal
accompanied OC
students participating
in a short-term study
abroad program, and |
have fond memories of
the month | spent
there with my
3-year-old daughter
—— and my mother, who
| — | accompanied me as a

babysitter. While
having breakfast in the cafeteria in the morning,
my daughter would run around among the
university students and voluntarily take
attendance, calling out students’ names. The OC
staff took great care of us and provided us with a
house. The house faced a pond and was full of
ducks, so my daughter would wake up in the
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morning and feed them. We also practiced for a
performance at the end of the training with the students
and cooked Japanese food.

In August 2014, when | was the Dean of the College of
Literature and John deSteiguer was the President of OC,
three of us from IC, the Dean of Academic Affairs at that
time, Prof. Norio Takahashi, Mr. Kota Sawahata, a staff
member of the Academic Affairs Division, and | visited OC to
discuss the establishment of a new dual degree program
(two degrees, IC and OC, in about four years) in addition to the three
programs that had been already been agreed upon:
short-term language training, semester abroad, and
-term exchange programs. Creating a dual degree
program between two universities required a mutual review

of the purpose of the curricula of both universities, a detailed
review of each course syllabus and credit hours for each course, as well as other details such as

credit accreditation. | believe that this

program was made possible by the strong, trusting

relationship between IC and OC. With the establishment of this new program, IC and OC now have

the largest number of programs among our overseas partner schools. And in February 2024, |

visited OC as President to attend the 50th anniversary ceremony of IC-OC exchange and other

events. | met with many people who have contributed greatly to this exchange and reaffirmed the

valuable exchange between our two universities over the past half century. | hope that our ties
27 with OC will continue to grow stronger in the future.

Two Campuses:

Fostering Faith and Friendship

After nearly ten years of teaching at Pepperdine University, | moved to Japan -
Ibaraki Christian University, to be exact. It was late March, 1980. It was still
rather cool, but | experienced a warm reception that | will never forget. IC
faculty and staff instantly made me feel at home. Further, while | was
climbing up the stairs of the auditorium for Sunday worship, | met two
American men, Joe and Tim McCormack. It took me a second to learn that
Joe was the father (he was amazingly youthful looking). Our joyful encounter
was the prelude to years of friendship. Joe was concluding his year-long
visiting professorship at IC. Before returning to Oklahoma Christian University,
Joe said to me: “Harris, trust me, | will find a way to introduce you to OC.”

| didn't fully understand his happy declaration, but he made good on it.
Subsequently he escorted groups of OC students to IC. He arranged for me to
teach an Introduction to Japanese Culture Class for the OC students. For many
years, at Joe’'s request, | taught Japanese Literature in translation to the
exchange students. Then in 1994, | received a three o'clock AM call from Joe
in Oklahoma (he'd miscalculated the time difference.) With great love he said,
‘| told you years ago I'd figure out how to get you on the OC campus. We're
inviting you to deliver the keynote address for the 1994 Christian Literature
Conference at OC.” Sleepy as | was, | felt a surge of joy.

Then, in 1998, Joe finessed a visiting professorship for me at OC. The idea was
that we would spend much time together that year. He hosted a big welcome
party for me at his house where | met so many wonderful people. The irony is,
| was entertained by so many professors at dinner that year that | didn't see as
much of the McCormacks as | had wished. | had to apologize to Joe. He
replied, “It worked out well, Harris. You found your way into so many OC
hearts. | can only be happy about that.”

BETC5

LT,

IC-OC:
Bt KIE#

Harris G. lves

Professor Emeritus
Ibaraki Christian
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Congratulations on the 50th anniversary of the IC-OC exchange. 9

My relationship with OC began when | was in charge of Japanese language
classes for short-term international students. After that, in order to further |
invigorate international exchange, then-President Uemura appointed me to

the Director of the Planning and Public Relations Office, which is connected

to the current “Center for Glocal Communication” and is primarily
responsible for international exchange, which was a major turning point.

Although there was already a student exchange program with OC, one of

my most memorable experiences was a one-on-one discussion with Mr.

McCormack, who had been in charge of international exchange at OC for

many years, about the future of exchange between the two universities, which lasted several hours,
and also Vice President Varner, who is in charge of Academic Affairs, and | were able to discuss and
deepen our understanding of each other's curricula and other aspects.

Although we did not reach a specific conclusion on a specific exchange program at each point, we are
proud of the fact that we were able to deepen mutual understanding through dialogue toward the
formation of various subsequent agreements, which was extremely important.

The visit to Cascade College in Portland, Oregon, led to Cascade students studying at IC as
international students from OC, an agreement on the Dual Degree Program, a new form of study
abroad for IC students, and agreements with other overseas partner institutions.

The fact that the OC agreement has always been used as a model when making agreements with
other partner universities overseas is a tangible indication of the deep relationship between the two
universities (IC and OC).

This is the fruit of the constant efforts of those involved in mutual exchange, who value ‘'mutual
understanding’ and 'trust’, rather than simply being one of the destinations for students from both
universities.

| am convinced that the continuation of this exchange will be a great asset for the students and staff
of both universities, and | look forward to the further development of exchanges between the two
universities (IC and OC). | hope that this exchange will continue and that it will be a great asset for the
29 students and staff of both universities.
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OC, Mt Fuji, and 1

My involvement with OC goes back to 1984, about 40 years ago. When |
started working at IC, | was assigned to the university General Affairs
office. At that time, the university had only one college, the Faculty of
Letters, and the General Affairs office was in charge of non-academic and
non-library operations such as entrance examinations, public relations,
general affairs, accounting, and OC-related matters. One day my boss
said to me, "Sato, why don't you climb Mt. Fuji with international students?” As a newcomer, | had my
hands full with my day-to-day duties, so | asked, "Me? With international students? Climb Mt. Fuji? |
couldn’t believe what | heard, but since | was the youngest person in the office and close in age to the
international students, | ended up leading the group with my supervisor the office manager, who was
also a mountaineering expert. As | recall, we chose the Fujiyoshido-Yoshida route, and started
climbing from the 5th station. We arrived at the lodge near the 8th station before dusk, took a nap,
then departed while it was still dark to see the sunrise at the summit and then descend. When | was
preparing to start at the 5th station, | was talking with the OC leader, Dr. McCormack, about the cost
of food and beverages at the mountain. He couldn’t believe there was a charge for water.
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Naomi Sato

Library Manager

Former Int’ [ Programs Slq/] '
Ibaraki Christian Universily

At the 8th station hut, a climber from England and a group of middle-aged people from the Kanto
area were complaining of altitude sickness, so | gave them medicine that | had brought with me.
There were many firsts for me on that trip.

Fortunately, we were blessed with good weather and were able to see the beautiful night view from
the 8th station and the sunrise at the summit (I remember the temperature was 4 degrees Celsius)
with the international students. Afterwards, we were all able to descend the mountain safely. We
spent only two days with the OC international students, but we communicated to successfully climb
Mt Fuji together. Because we endured that difficulty together, the experience still remains vivid in my
mind.

Climbing Mt. Fuji with the OC students was a part of my training as a newcomer, including language
training. On Mt. Fuji, it was a strange sensation to hear all the conversations of the people around me
in English. The following year, | successfully climbed Mt. Fuji with the OC students again. However,
these days the timing of the OC student visit is different, so it may be difficult to incorporate climbing
Mt. Fuji into their stay. Even so, if the opportunity arises, | hope, as someone who has been there, that
the Mt. Fuji climb will be revived for the OC students.

For me, Mt Fuji is still the first thing that comes to mind when | think of OC. | hope that the history of
our 50 years of exchange will be carried on in various forms in the future and that the exchange
between our two universities will continue to develop further. 20



In Steve Jobs' famous 2005 Stanford University graduation
speech, he likened life to a connect-the-dots puzzle. He reflected
that we cannot see the pattern as we connect the dots looking
forward, but in looking back we can see how certain experiences
shaped our futures. If that is a valid metaphor, certainly no dot in
my past had a larger influence than my participation in the IC/OC
exchange program.

In 1975, | shared classes with, and helped tutor the students from
Ibaraki Christian. | was fascinated with what | learned about the
culture and language. As a result, | leaped at the chance to go to
Japan with OC’s group in 1976. A group of seven students (3 girls
and 4 boys) was formed and we began our preparations. Seen as
part exchange program, part mission trip, most of us received
support from churches of Christ in our hometowns or in the
Creater Oklahoma City area.

In Japan, Jim Batten served as the
coordinator/director of the program for
Ibaraki Christian. Our classes included
Japanese language, history, and culture. |
remember little about the content of the
classes, but | will never forget the
students we interacted with daily and
the teachers who took us under their
wings. Lifelong friendships and
relationships were made, certainly the
most important of which was meeting
my future wife.

| have never been able to explain what it
was about my experience in Ibaraki that
summer that eventually led me to give
up My plans for a career in medicine to
live and teach in Japan. | will certainly
not attempt to do so now. However, as
one dot leads to another, | can look back
now, and see a large part of the finished
puzzle. | learned that | genuinely love
teaching. | learned to embrace the
continuing challenge of thinking and
speaking in a non-native language. |
have been blessed to be able to teach
on the IC campus for 40 years. | am proud to have helped create
exchange programs between our junior and senior high schools
with schools and universities in the United States and Australia,
thus expanding the circle of influence of the IC/OC exchange. It is
my prayer that, like me, all students who have or will participate in
the IC/OC exchange will look back on the experience as an
important connecting dot that invaluably enriched their lives and
those around them.

Randall Voss

Principal
Ibaraki Christian Education
Communily Junior and Senior

Iigh School
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OC-1C
Exchange 1976 & 1978

In 1975, my suite-mate and friend, Jeffrey Haseltine came to Japan
with Tim Denton on the very first exchange to Japan. The next year,
when Tim came to ask me about going to Japan, the Lord made it
very clear that was what | would be doing the summer of 1976.

Our group consisted of Tim Denton, Randall Voss, Jonathan Owens,
Ronda Parks, Darla Simmons, Debbie Woodrow, and myself.

Although it was officially an exchange program, for us, it was a
mission trip. All of us, as members of Outreach, the campus mission
group, were planning on teaching and sharing the gospel. All of us
ended up on a mission field or in a church ministry in the years to
come. Tim, the leader, tried to prepare us for the trip. Tim and
Randy worked on our flights. We never saw any faculty sponsor for
the exchange. We arrived the second week of April to the cold
Japanese spring at Haneda Airport and had a very long drive in the
missionaries’ cars to lbaraki Christian University. (No expressways). |
never knew when we left Tokyo as the city lights continued the
whole distance.

Our three month stay in Japan was filled with many different and
unique adventures. We made a weekly trip to Mito for our Big Mac
fix. We made trips to Tokyo on our own and traveled to many
beautiful places in the northern Kanto area.

At school, we were able to study and work with many of the great
missionaries. Joe and Ruth Betts opened their home to us. Howard
Horton shared his wisdom during our bible class. But most of all,
Jim Batten, who was our teacher, guide, and father
during our stay.

In the years following the program, all of us

Larry Weatherford

Former Teacher
Ibaraki Christian

Education Communily

Junior and Senior High School

OC-1C 1976 & 1978

committed to working in ministry somewhere in the 27~ E&WJ ? éE
world. Randy and | lived in OKC the summer of 1977 )L H

in order to work with the exchange students from IC.

In the years following, Tim became a pulpit preacher
in the US. Jonathan also worked with a local church.
Ronda and Darla both worked as missionaries with
their spouses in different parts of the world. Debbie
was also an active teacher in her congregation. Randy
and | purposed to return to Japan and we have
worked almost 40 years in the school at Ibaraki.

In 1978, | came again on the exchange. This time, |
was the group leader and came with the very first
faculty sponsor, Joe McCormack. Other members of
the group were Becky Robinson, Carole Hembest, Celi
Watts, Thinh Thi Nguyen, and David Dolney.

The OC-IC exchange program has had a great impact
on the lives of many in our countries. | am very happy

to have been part of the beginning and the
continuation of this wonderful program.

| want to congratulate both schools on this very
special 50th anniversary and pray that this program
will continue to have the same impact on the lives of
the students participating.
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With Gratitude

We at Ibaraki Christian University hold immense gratitude for this
meaningful partnership with Oklahoma Christian University that
was established by our predecessors fifty years ago. It was through
the prayerful efforts of many at both universities, Christians and
non-Christians working hand in hand, that this exchange has
continued to thrive all these years. Through this relationship, over
1,600 students, faculty and staff have experienced intercultural friendship and have learned, through
the struggles of such friendships, not only about the other culture but also about their own cultures
and about themselves. This is the significance of the IC-OC relationship.

We would like to thank those who came before us for their thoughtful foresight to create such an
overseas partnership so long ago. Though some saw evangelical purposes in the partnership and
others saw opportunities for cross-cultural understanding, they were really seeing the value of
humans from different parts of the world coming together to share the best of themselves and to
learn from one another how to be more like the humans we were created to be. Through the
interactions of hundreds of individuals over the years in the various programs, lives have been
changed, eyes and minds have been opened, hearts have been softened and made more loving
toward the outsiders among us. Barriers that humans construct based on geography, skin color,
language, etc. are only broken down by seeing past the surface. Fears that sometimes lead to
horrendous wars can only be overcome by exposure to what we are unfamiliar with and afraid of. This
is the significance of the IC-OC partnership.

We are thankful to those who have chosen to challenge themselves by participating in the IC-OC
exchange over these fifty years. Without the willingness of the students and the host families, bold
and vulnerable enough to open themselves and their homes up to others, no real learning, growth or
connection could happen. Understandably, it is not easy to step on a plane and say goodbye to all
you know and love. Likewise, opening your home to a stranger from another part of the world is a
true step of faith. However, because so many have been willing to do just that, this relationship
between our universities and between our peoples has flourished. This is the significance of all those
adventurous individuals involved in the IC-OC friendship.
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Former Assistant Directr,
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| would like to express my sincere respect for the great achievement of the
IC-OC international exchange over the past 50 years. It is a great honor to
be a small part of it, and | hold great memories of the exchanges between

Hirofumi and ,
my family and OC students.

Tkumi Kinashi Erin, our first OC student more than 20 years ago, was bright and active,

HostFamily with many friends and a glamorous image. When she heard that an English
speech contest was coming up at our daughter's school, she was like a big
sister to us, training our daughter's pronunciation every night.

Nate, who stayed with us next, was a boy with a strong independent spirit.
Not only did he ride his bicycle uphill to school every morning, he even took the train on his days off
to go out with his friends. He was grateful to JR for allowing him to do so. He was adventurous and
had a wide range of activities and seemed to enjoy them without the help of his hosts.

Emily, the third OC student with us, still holds the deepest place in our heart. She and our daughter
were close in age and had similar personalities, and we felt as if they were twin sisters. We were
happy to be able to attend her touching wedding in the U.S. Later, Emily came back to Japan as an
ALT, and we had many unforgettable memories of traveling together. Unfortunately, she had to
return home suddenly due to the Great East Japan Earthquake.

Jill, who stayed with us 15 years ago, was a serious, quiet student who studied hard. Since our
daughters were already independent, | was worried that she might feel lonely during her stay
because we weren't the lively hosts that we used to be. However, she messaged us from Hawaii. “I've
always wanted to eat the delicious okonomiyaki like the Kinashi family made me. | finally found it at
a restaurant in Waikiki! My long-held dream came true! It was delicious!" My husband, who specializes
in okonomiyaki, was so happy that he jumped with joy when he read it.

Our lifestyle gradually changed as we became just an elderly couple, so we didn't accept any
students for a long while...

Then, Chandler came to our house last year. We were feeling anxious because it was the first time in
14 years. He was very honest boy who loved anime. He always had a cell phone in his hand. Despite
the old couple being confused by the young Gen Z student, he naturally fit in like our grandchild.
Having friends over and teaching us Wii games, it was like spending time with my grandchild. When
we read the carefully written letter that was given to us on his last day, all in Japanese, his beloved
personality and gentle consideration for his hosts resonated strongly in our hearts. It remains a
wonderful memory.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to IC and OC for giving me these wonderful encounters
and memories. The memories of many years of international exchange are an asset to our family's
history, and | believe that my daughters, who currently live overseas, will also pass down the same
spirit of international exchange to my grandchildren. Thank you!
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Yumiko Morimura
Host Family

My first host family experience with an OC student was with a male student in 2005. At that time, the student
spent about 3 months in 3 countries, and the homestay was only in Japan for 4 weeks, which | remember as a
big project. Twenty years have passed since then, and | would like to share with you some of my memories of
the laughter and tears with the 19 students we have hosted (my children).

Twenty years ago, we did not have cell phones like we do now, so my husband drew a map on a piece of paper
for how to get from the station to our house and wrote out how to ask for help when they were in trouble. The
students had to carry that paper with them. However, at times they mistakenly took a bus in the opposite
direction, and when lost, showed the paper at a convenience store. The clerk would call us to pick them up.
Now, with smart phones, they don't usually get lost. This is the passage of time.

| also remember very fondly the times | shared hobbies and interests with each of the students. The students
who loved music played their own guitar or the violin after dinner, and our house became a little mini concert
venue. One student who was interested in my husband's shakuhachi learned to play it every day after school.
Another who was interested in my koto played it with me at the farewell party. We received applause from
everyone. Students who like sports often talked to me about basketball and kendo. | was impressed to see some
of the students praying with their Bibles in the garden when they could not go to the Sunday church service.

The loneliest and hardest time for us was when they left the school.

One student had been listless for a few days and was not eating well. When | asked her what was wrong, she
answered "l don't want to leave my family!" | was sad as well, but it was an important moment for me to realize
that we had been able to commmunicate with each other heart to heart.

Also, when one male student was leaving, he told me that the
ice cream sold at IC was so delicious. Then, he bought that ice
cream, and said, "Let's eat it together, Mom!” and gave it to me.
The taste of the sweet ice cream mixed with the loneliness of
my goodbye. It is an unforgettable memory.

We have many memories with each student. Since staying
with us, some have gotten married, some have become
parents, some have found jobs they wanted etc. It would be a
joy for us if each of them could keep a memory of their time
in Japan in a corner of their hearts.

The teachers at IC always thoughtfully had the students write
their memories on colored paper to present to each host
family at the farewell party, and we have many wonderful
memory cards lined up at our home. One student even wrote
lyrics and music about his thoughts of the experience.

My encounters with OC students over the past 20 years have

been invaluable moments that have given me a lot of energy and joy.

| still enjoy daily parent-child conversations using the Line app. |

would like to thank everyone at OC and IC from the bottom of my

35 heart for giving me the opportunity to meet these wonderful
students.

Lastly, to everyone in the large Morimura family,

The time I spent with you all is a precious asset in my life.

1 will never forget the time we spent together.

We will always be waiting for you at our home in Hitachi.
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Long-term Exchange
Students

Charles Jones
Melody Pratt

Mark Hancock

Patrick Alexander
Troy Phillips

Rusell Nash
Kevin Keith
Barry Brown

Scott Kegley
Bobby Bottoms

Mark Jowers

Lottie Eubanks

Butch Berry
David Stucker

Lindsay Derrick
Megan Smith

E

Stephanie Hatzel-Treat
Sally Spray

Jennifer Ball
Marianne Coscia

David Curry
Chris Wadsworth

Adam Clark
Rachel Pitchlynn
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Heather Craton

Jonathan Hughes
Robert Leftwich

Kayla Keesee
Isaac Magos
Penelope Stewart
Casey White
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Joseph Hartman
Kate Long

Jared Scism
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Keara Keller
Kristine Pike

Jonatthan Garces
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Afterword

| visited Oklahoma Christian University for the first time in February
2024 and was fascinated by the vast nature of Oklahoma.

N obu{ukz Twama

I)eunoft College of Literature Oklahoma Christian University is also a wonderful university. This

Former Director, visit made me interested in the history of IC-OC exchanges, and |
(enterfor Glocal compiled this manuscript while talking to people involved. It was a
Communication busy but enjoyable time. The 50 years of hard work and effort of

our predecessors have come to fruition in this commemorative
ceremony. | am strongly impressed with this accomplishment. | am
determined not to let this exchange die out in my generation. | am
happy to have been involved in this project as the last work of the
Director of the Center for Glocal Communication at IC.

Ibaraki Christian University

List of Sources, Contributors, and Archives of
Published Materials

This report is based on a DVD created and shown by Jim D. Batten
on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of IC-OC exchange (2014),
with the supervision of Osamu Takino,former president of IC. Ms.
Junko Akiyama of the School Resource Center also provided much
advice. The following materials were also consulted in the
preparation of this report.
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+Junko Akiyama, IC Archive Center
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The IC-OC study abroad
program, interrupted for
four years due to COVID-19,
resumed last year. After
discussions with Dr.
Osborne, who led the group from OC, we decided to celebrate the
50th anniversary of our relationship.

In February 2024, a delegation from IC attended a celebration
ceremony. In May, we decided to welcome a delegation from OC and
hold a commemorative ceremony on our campus.

Ketko Sato

Manager, Center for Glocal

Communicalion
Ibaraki Christian University

In the 50 years since the exchange between the two universities
began, many students have experienced different cultures, and many
faculty members have deepened their friendships. In preparing this
booklet, looking at the nostalgic photos, it has been a wonderful
opportunity for us to learn anew about the relationship between the
OC and all those involved, and we are deeply moved that we have
inherited such a long history and are now engaged in the work of the
Glocal Communication Center.

Once again, | would like to thank all who cooperated in preparing this booklet.

In early spring, we planted a "Hitachi Red Cold-Climate Cherry Tree" sapling on the university grounds to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of our exchange. Next spring, the tree will surely flourish with
beautiful pink blossoms. And just like the IC-OC bond, we hope that they will be loved by everyone as the
first flower to herald spring on campus.

Congratulations on the 50th
anniversary of IC-OC exchange.

It is a great honor for me to be
present at this honorable moment
as an employee of the International
Exchange Division of the Clocal
Communication Center.

In Japanese culture, there is a

commemorative day called

"Kinkonshiki (golden-marriage)" to celebrate a 50th wedding
anniversary. This symbolizes "abundance that has attained a
golden glow". Through the compilation of this booklet, | have
recognized, once again, the "deep bond" and the "richness" of
the many glorious histories that IC and OC have accumulated
over the past 50 years.

| sincerely hope that the exchange between our schools will
continue for many years to come, reaching milestones like
Emerald (55 years) and Diamond (60 years).

Yukiko Nagai

1C Global Communication
Section Staff
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