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According to official numbers, in 2018 Japan recycled an impressive 84 percent of the
plastic collected. (The US, ( @ ) comparison, recycles about 9 percent.) Japan reaches
this percentage through ( A ) recycling mechanisms. More than half of the collected
plastic goes through thermal recycling, which means that the plastic waste is ( B ) in
incinerators ( @ ) generate energy.

Approximately 28 percent of the plastic is either reprocessed into new products ( @ )
chemically recycled — ( C ) down into its primary components and recombined
( D ) new products. Some sources indicate that part of these volumes end up being
exported overseas. The residual 14 percent is not recycled at ( @ ) and ends up being
dumped or burned without energy recovery.

The main concern about this picture ( E ) the large portion of plastic waste going to
thermal recycling. Burning plastic to generate energy is productive, ( & ) creates

harmful emissions.
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(A) 1) diversify 2) diversified 3) diversifies 4) diversity
(B) 1) burn 2) burned 3) bury 4) buried
(C) 1) break 2) broke 3) breaks 4) broken
(D) 1) create 2) created 3) creating 4) to create
(E) 1) is 2) are 3) has 4) have
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a feeling of worry about something important

power that is used to provide heat, operate machines, etc.

(A)

(B)

(C) the process of getting something back that has been taken or lost

(D) the process of showing how two or more things are similar or different
(E)

unwanted materials or substances that are left after you have used something
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Plastic waste treatment methods in Japan and the world in 2019

Method Region Japan World Average
turned into raw materials to produce

new plastics or used as fuel ’ 4% 9%
incinerated 40% 19%
controlled landfill 5% 50%
uncollected 14% 22%

7 < landfill: #HT (3th)



In 2019, the greatest difference between Japan and the world average was in the
percentage of used plastics that were buried in landfills.

On average, less than 10% of used plastics in the world were turned into raw materials to
produce new plastics or used as fuel in 2019.

Japan did a better job collecting plastic waste than the world average by 14% in 2019.

In Japan, more than 80% of used plastics were collected in 2019.

On average, more than 80% of used plastics in the world were collected for recycling in

2019.
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The percentage of Americans who say they would “definitely buy” an electric vehicle has
more than (A ) over the past two years, according to a new survey. That's a little less
impressive than it seems ( (@O ) first glance: It went from just 4% of Americans in 2020
to 14% in the latest Consumer Reports survey of attitudes ( @ ) electric vehicles.
But the survey did ( B ) a hint as to how the figure could keep ( C ). One of the
(D ) predictors of whether someone said they would at least consider getting an
electric car was, simply, whether they’d had any experience with one ( @ ) real life.
Overall, 71% of respondents indicated at least some degree ( @ ) interest in getting an
electric vehicle, ranging from those who said they definitely would to 35% who said they just
“might” consider getting one. Twenty-eight percent said they definitely would not purchase
an electric car.

Almost half of those who said they would “definitely” buy or lease an electric vehicle had a
friend, relative or co-worker who owned one. Of those who said they definitely would not,
that figure was only 13%.

Similarly, 71% of the people who said they would “definitely” buy an EV had seen one in
their neighborhood, while only 27% of those who wouldn’t consider one had. Overall, about
44% of respondents said they have seen an EV in their neighborhood.

Also, far more of those who said they would buy an electric vehicle had been a passenger in
one while very few of those (...) who would not consider an EV had ever ridden in one.
Overall, though, the great ( E ) of Americans — 83% according to the survey — have

still never ridden in, let alone driven, an electric vehicle.



<6> Actual experience is particularly important for costly items ( & ) cars, said Deidre
Popovich, an assistant professor of marketing at Texas Tech University.

<7> “Product experiences provide us with sensory information which we can use to evaluate our
enjoyment,” she said in an email. “This is particularly important with high-value purchases

such as a house or a car because we want to make sure we will be happy with our decision.”
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(A) 1) three 2) third 3) triple 4) tripled
(B) 1) provide 2) provided 3) providing 4) to provide
(C) 1) grow 2) grew 3) grown 4) growing
(D) 1) bigger 2) biggest 3) less 4) least
(E) 1) major 2) majority 3) minor 4) minority
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Charlotte

May, have you ever (A ) apaper straw?
May
Yep! And it ( B ) amuch more environmentally
friendly alternative to plastic straws.
Charlotte

Plastic straws are terrible for the environment. They can take
up to 500 years to decompose in landfills.
Charlotte

But paper straws are not actually (  C ) environmentally
friendly than plastic ones.



May
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é _.‘) Well, because the process of making paper straws requires

v a lot of energy, and the production of paper straws leads to

Charlotte

the destruction of forests.

Charlotte

m This means that ( D ) trees are available to absorb
s’ CO,.

May
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@ And some paper straws are too thick ( F ) be processed

~

Charlotte

by the recyclers.

May

2

Charlotte

@ Exactly. I think paper straws are not really eco-friendly, and

~

they are just a band-aid solutiontoa ( H ) problem.

May

2

Charlotte

(8

** ) Yes. Bamboo, glass and metal straws are reusable.

Charlotte
m.‘; You can carry them ( ] ) you for those times when

i .
-

you want to use a drinking straw.
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(A) 1) try
(B) 1) seems like
(C) 1) better
(D) 1) fewer
(E) 1)wasn't
(F) 1) to
(G) 1) recycle
(H) 1) smaller
(I) 1) would
(J) 1) with
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(R 1)) I" 1l think of carrying reusable straws.
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