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Hilda and Sampson

Hilda and Sampson were good friends. They always greeted each other with big smiles.
Sometimes they even hugged when they met. But last Saturday, Hilda was surprised when
she saw Sampson on the bus. He was sitting near the window, eating a chocolate candy bar.
Hilda spoke first, “Oh, Sampson, it is wonderful to see you!”

But Sampson only grunted and continued eating his chocolate.

Hilda didn’t understand Sampson’s mood, but she sat down beside him and opened her
book, “How to Help Our Friends.” She read it for a few minutes, then she said, “Sampson,
you seem miserable. Is there anything | can do to help you?”

This time Sampson spoke a few words, and in a louder voice: “Hilda, | am in pain. That is
why | am eating this chocolate. Candy gives me comfort when | have trouble.”

Hilda put her book away and looked directly at Sampson. She could see that he was very
unhappy, even though he was eating a jumbo-sized candy bar. She noticed that he even had
a small tear in each eye. “Oh, Dear Sampson, what is the problem exactly?” she asked.

‘I have a toothache,” he replied. “A toothache!” shouted Hilda, “That is terrible. The last thing
you should do is eat a candy bar while you have pain in your teeth.”

Sampson stopped chomping on the chocolate for a second, “Really? | did not know that,”
he said. “Certainly, replied Hilda. Too much candy can ruin your teeth. You need to go to the
dentist right away — and throw the candy in the trash.”

Sampson managed a slight smile, “Hilda, you are so wise. | will follow your advice. No more
candy for me. | will make a big change in my life. From now on, | will eat only cake and ice
cream, he said.

“‘Hopeless,” muttered Hilda, and she picked up her book again.

Text written for use in the IC English Contest by Harris G. Ives, Professor Emeritus
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1. Originality is the fine art of remembering what you hear but forgetting where you heard it.

(Laurence J. Peter)

2. There is only one corner of the universe you can be certain of improving, and that’s your own self.

(Aldous L. Huxley)

3. The whole problem with the world is that fools and fanatics are always so certain of themselves, but

wiser people so full of doubts.
(Bertrand Russell)

4. When the power of love overcomes the love of power, the world will know peace.

(Jimi Hendrix)

5. I'set out on a journey of love, seeking truth, peace and understanding. I am still learning.

(Muhammed Ali)

Nursery Rhyme (#1824 Z8 P9 )

Nursery Rhyme (& &R &£ 28 P9 )

For want of a nail, the shoe was lost,

For want of the shoe, the horse was lost,

For want of the horse, the rider was lost,

For want of the rider, the battle was lost,

For want of the battle, the kingdom was lost,
And all for the want of a horseshoe nail!

Bible (f - & £ 18)

This is the farmer sowing his corn,

That kept the cock that crowed in the morn,
That waked the priest all shaven and shorn,
That married the man all tattered and torn,
That kissed the maiden all forlorn,

That milked the cow with the crumpled horn,
That tossed the dog,

That worried the cat,

That killed the rat,

That ate the malt,

That lay in the house that Jack built.

Keep on asking, and you will be given what you ask for. Keep on looking, and you will find. Keep
on knocking, and the door will be opened. For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks,

finds. And the door is opened to everyone who knocks.
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