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Patrick Stephens:

An Old Dirt Road

An old dirt road leads to the Japan-
Cambodia Friendship School. Each day
motorcycles loaded with families travel
the road to the parched rice fields in
order to squeeze out every bit of the
precious grain that helps life continue
for the people of Prey Veng. Each day
motorcycles pulling carts loaded with
water, fruits, vegetables and livestock
navigate the potholes in the road to
safely bring these necessities to market.
Each day children tow their friends
or little brothers or sisters on bicycles
along this road. They make their way to
schools to study, their eyes filled with
images and dreams of better things for
themselves and their area.

We were just temporary travelers
on this road - this road that after the
daily rainstorm becomes a thick soup.
Our feet were covered and our sandals
heavy with the sticky brown clay. It
wasn't easy to walk to our destination
without falling, but we managed to
make it. When one of us got stuck or

had trouble getting through the slippery

mess, someone gave a hand. When

ae

al

someone found a better way through,
they showed us.

I think back now at the Cambodian
children, the field workers and the
shopkeepers in the market who travel
this road everyday. Their muddy feet
and heavy loads don't seem to bother
them. They were born along this road
and are accustomed to it. When the
rains make it difficult to travel, they
take it slow. When things block their
pathway, they simply go around them.
This old dirt road leads to the Japan-
Cambodia Friendship School, and that

is sure to lead to better things.

The Honey Offering

We were sitting out on the veranda
of the school one afternoon watching
a particularly fierce thunderstorm roll
through. Professors Saito and Someya
were taking turns picking a guitar
while the IC students talked with some
of their Cambodian peers. The cool
wind from the storm brought relief
unexpected to all of us and woke us
from our tired daze. The rain pounded
the mud and grass just out from the

roof we sat under.

Without notice, the three Cambodian
students stood up, shed their clothes
down to their shorts and ran out
through the curtain of water flowing off
the roof. They ran like kids through the
rain jumping and chasing each other
until we could no longer see them.
Where did they go? This left us puzzled.
Before we could say anything, however,
they were running back through the
downpour carrying something behind
them. Then, in the middle of the field,
they stopped, threw the mysterious
object to the ground and bent down
to it. A few seconds later, they were
on their way towards us again. Back
under the roof, they offered us a special
treat. It was a beehive full of rich, sweet
honey. We ate the hive and the honey
until we were satisfied, and there was
still a lot left for their other friends.

In the two weeks we spent together,
the Cambodian university students
impressed me countless times with
their honesty, positive spirit and work
ethic. But on that day, they impressed
me with their knowledge of the world
they live in. They didn't just pick that
time to retrieve the beehive randomly.
They knew the torrential rain would
protect them from the bees' painful
stings by not allowing them to fly. These
Cambodians are still very connected to
the resources God gave them, and they
know where to get a tasty treat on a

stormy afternoon.
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Harris Ives:

Showering Beneath
the Milky Way

Without electrical illumination, nights
in Prey Veng are warm and dark - the
perfect elements for a most pleasurable
experience: an outside bath, under the
brilliant stars. (Only the men volunteers
could have this experience —the women
used the few inside facilities.) Carrying
an old metal basin in one hand, a towel
and a fragrant soap in the other, I made
my way to the well each evening about
10 o'clock. Wrapped about me was my
Cambodian kroma (a large, simple,
woven sarong-like cloth). Settling
my things about the old well in a
secluded corner of the Cambodia-Japan
Friendship School, I proceeded with my
ablutions: (1) pumping the water into
the basin, (2) dousing, (3) soaping, (4)
and then, rinsing three-times - there is
almost a musical rhythm to the routine.
At moments I would gaze directly up
into the sky and behold the Milky Way.

Lesson Planning
by Candlelight

You'd be surprised how much work a
teaching team can accomplish while
huddled about a novelty candle — a bear
dressed in vest and trousers. Late into
the evening, Hiromi, Hanae and Harris
(we'er the three H's) sat at a candlelit
table and reviewed the day's teaching.
What impressed me most was the ladies'
interest in pacing the lessons. They
asked, “Do you think we need to spend
less time on this part of the lesson, and
add more time to the other activities.”
Believing that the learning experience
for these student-teachers depended
more on their own assessment, I would
throw the question back them, “I don't
know, what do you think?” Evening
after evening, they made adjustments to
the teaching plans we had made a few
months earlier. They learned that good
teaching requires advance preparation
as well as on-the-spot adjustments.
I am proud of our English teaching
team. As the bear candle burned down
through the week, I felt that all three
of us were more enlightened about the

best approach to take with the eager

Cambodian seventh graders.

Meney
at the Gazebo

During the English sessions, Hanae and
Hiromi and I had used large flash cards
of animals to teach prepositions. Meney,
a particularly bright and engaging
girl, frequently volunteered to come
before the class and perform for all of
us. Teachers took turns telling Meney
and other students, “Put the cat on the
window,” “Put the dog on the chair,”
“Put the elephant on the door,” etc. In
the late evenings, several of us would
gather in the beautiful new gazebo on
the campus. A large colorful, circular
pavilion, the gazebo reminded me of the
old carousel in New York's Central Park.
Meney and other students came by to
chat with the teachers who were resting
in the shade. She practiced her newly
learned English with us, “Put Harris on

the ceiling,” she said laughingly.
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Riding
on the Motoromo

The hour and a half trip to Neakleong
was one of those thrills you never forget.
Our group of 30 students and teachers
arranged ourselves in two vehicles —
the motoromo is basically a large flat
bed truck with long benches facing
each other. It was quite a balancing act
to hang on to our seats as the truck
bounced over the ruts in the dirt road.
A time or two, the vehicles passed
each other along the way, providing
opportunity for picture taking. I smiled
at Erika, Ai, and Azusa who seemed to
be delighted in the moment.

Maya Dancing
in the Washbasin

Last year, when I washed my clothes at
the well, I did so while completely alone.
I knelt beside the basin and did what I
thought was the perfectly logical way to
proceed — using my hands to swish the
garments in the soapy water. This year,
our group was larger; we had to line up
to wash. Watching Maya and the other
girls I had a “Naruhodo moment.” Maya
stood up in the large basin in her bare
feet. Agitating the soapy water with her
dance, she was free to use her hands to

wave at us.

The Golden
Palm Fruit

Four of us were the special guests
of Mr. Kong Vorn, the founder of the
Cambodia-Japan Friendship School.
Around noon, we walked the short
distance from the campus with our
host. He had promised only coffee, but
his Cambodian hospitality was more
expansive than that: he served a series
of delicious meats and drinks. After
enjoying the repas we walked around
the neat and modest front and side
yards, admiring his potato trees (yes,
potatoes that actually grow as roots of
trees — after harvesting, you simply stick
the tree in the ground again to take root
anew). Professor Fujita and I noticed
the symmetrical palm trees growing
in the front courtyard. There were two
types: trees bearing green fruit, and

trees bearing golden fruit. Kong Vorn
inquired: “Which do you prefer, the
green or the golden?” I had never tasted
the golden. The founder took my cue:
he commanded that a golden palm
fruit be cut for us. First we drank the
juice (splendid); then we ate the “meat”
(wonderful). Why should I be surprised
that something golden is superior?
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